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Introduction

The Malabar Special Police (MSP) is a paramilitary force under the Kerala Police, known for its
distinguished history and significant role in maintaining law and order in the state. Established during the British
colonial period, Originally formed as a response to local unrest, the MSP quickly evolved into a crucial
paramilitary force, playing a significant role in maintaining peace and security in the region. With a diverse
composition of British officers and local personnel, the MSP undertook various operations, including suppressing
riots and combatting smuggling. Over the years, it adapted to changing political landscapes, becoming a vital part
of the Kerala State Police after the formation of Kerala in 1956. Today, the MSP continues to uphold its legacy,
providing security and employment opportunities while addressing contemporary challenges in public safety. he
MSP has evolved over the years to address contemporary security challenges, while continuing to uphold its
primary mission of ensuring peace and stability.

Background of the Study

The Malabar Special Police (MSP) was established in 1921 during a period of significant unrest in the
Malabar region of India, particularly in response to the Mappila Riots. The British colonial administration
recognized the need for a specialized force to maintain law and order amidst rising tensions between local
communities and colonial authorities. Over the decades, the MSP evolved from a temporary unit into a permanent
paramilitary organization, adapting to various political and social changes, including India’s independence and the
formation of Kerala state in 1956. This study aims to explore the historical development, operational roles, and
ongoing significance of the MSP within the context of law enforcement in Kerala.
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Statement of the Topic

This article examines the historical trajectory and operational effectiveness of the Malabar Special Police,
highlighting its role in maintaining public order and adapting to evolving security challenges.

Review of Literature

The literature on the Malabar Special Police encompasses various themes, including colonial law
enforcement, community relations, and the impact of historical events on policing strategies. Scholars such as R.
K. Ghosh and S. N. Bhat have discussed the formation of police forces in colonial India, emphasizing their role in
suppressing local dissent. Recent studies have explored the MSP’s transition post-independence, focusing on its
integration into the Kerala State Police and its contributions to contemporary law enforcement. Key texts include:

Hypothesis

The establishment and evolution of the Malabar Special Police significantly influenced the dynamics of
law enforcement in Kerala, contributing to both security and employment in the region.

Objectives

1. To trace the historical development of the Malabar Special Police from its inception to the present.

2. To analyse the operational roles and effectiveness of the MSP in addressing law and order challenges.
3. To evaluate the impact of the MSP on community relations and employment opportunities in Kerala.
Research Questions

1. What were the primary motivations behind the establishment of the Malabar Special Police?

2. How has the role of the MSP evolved in response to changing political and social contexts?

3. What impact does the MSP have on employment and community relations in Kerala today?
Methodology

This study employs a qualitative research approach, utilizing primary and secondary sources. Primary
sources include archival documents , government reports, and interviews with current and former MSP personnel.
Secondary sources comprise academic articles, books, and historical analyses related to policing in India. Data
will be analyse thematically to draw connections between historical events and contemporary practices.

History of Malabar Special Police (MSP)

The Malabar Special Police (MSP) was established in response to the Mapila Rebellion (1921), a
significant uprising against British colonial rule in Malabar. The rebellion was driven by socio-economic
grievances and aimed to challenge British authority and local landlord exploitation. The MSP was formed to restore
order and suppress the unrest, marking a pivotal moment in India’s struggle for independence. Its legacy reflects
the complexities of colonial governance and the ultimate resilience of local movements against oppression.

The Mappilas’ guerilla tactics and knowledge of the local terrain made them formidable opponents for
British forces. Their bravery, combined with superior weaponry, allowed them to execute frequent small-scale
attacks, creating ongoing challenges for colonial administration. The dense forests provided excellent cover,
enabling them to engage in surprise raids and evade capture. This dynamic ultimately contributed to the British
decision to establish the Malabar Special Police to restore order and counter the rebellion.
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The term "Hallilakkam" referred to the sudden and violent attacks by the Mappilas, which took British
officials by surprise and highlighted the effectiveness of their guerilla tactics. In response to these persistent
uprisings, the British established the Malabar Special Police specifically to suppress the Mappila resistance and
maintain colonial order. This force was tasked with conducting operations against the rebels, reinforcing British
control in the region, and quelling any further disturbances. The MSP played a crucial role in the broader strategy
of colonial repression during this tumultuous period.

After the Treaty of Srirangapatnam in 1792, the British gained control of Malabar, prompting the
establishment of the Nair Simbanti force. This local militia, comprised of Nair officials, aimed to manage civil
unrest and maintain law and order in the region. The force was tasked with addressing various local conflicts and
uprisings, including those arising from socio-economic grievances. However, their efforts were often complicated
by the complexities of local politics and the ongoing resistance from groups like the Mappilas. The Nair Simbanti’s
role illustrates the British strategy of using local forces to enforce colonial rule while attempting to minimize direct
military engagement.

The formation of the Malabar Special Police (MSP) marked a significant development in colonial law
enforcement, being the second paramilitary force established in India after the Assam Rifles. Initially, in 1854, the
local police corps laid the groundwork for the MSP.This early structure aimed to enhance local security and address
rising unrest.

The assassination of Connolly in 1855 highlighted the vulnerabilities of British authority and the
ineffectiveness of the existing forces. This constant cycle of violence not only underscored the challenges faced
by the British but also fueled further resistance among local populations, ultimately questioning the legitimacy of
colonial rule. It lead to the formation of the force in 1856,was a direct response to the relentless unrest and riots
in the region. Despite efforts to suppress individual outbreaks, new riots continued to emerge, demonstrating the
limitations of colonial law enforcement.

The reorganization of forces culminated in the formation of a new police force in 1859 under Act XXIV.
This force played a key role in reducing the distance to today's MSP. The ongoing struggles of the Mappilas in
Malabar likely prompted the British to establish a more structured police presence, which included rigorous
training for officers. The atmosphere at that time posed significant challenges for the British police, who, despite
being well-armed, faced energetic resistance from the local fighters.

After that , a temporary force was established in 1884 known as the Malappuram Special Police. This force
was made permanent in 1897 it was the real formation of MSP

During 1921,A commission led by Mr. Strange was appointed to assess law and order and reform police
laws. Following its recommendations, the Malabar Special Police was established in Malappuram on September
30, 1921, to suppress the Malabar Rebellion. The force was renamed the Malabar Special Police and received a
new structure. Richard Hitchcock, the Superintendent of Police at the time, was its founding commander and
proposed the creation of this force to address the Mappila riots.

At its formation, the Malabar Special Police consisted of 6 British officers, 60 havildars, 600 constables,
and 8 subedars. Permanent camps for the MSP were established in 1926, each equipped with various facilities to
support the personnel.

In addition to the permanent camps, Malappuram, Clari (Kozhichena), Areekode, Nilambur, and Pandikkad
were selected as permanent camps and Melmuri (Perumparamb )selected as firings range. This firing range was the
second in India after Bangalore and remains a top choice for police training today. In 1926, permanent buildings
for the MSP were constructed, designed by Executive Engineer W.J. Davis.
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Organizational Structure

The MSP is composed of highly trained personnel selected for their discipline, physical fitness, and
tactical skills. The force is structured with a clear hierarchy, starting from senior officers to junior ranks.
Specialized units within the MSP cater to different operational needs, such as riot control, counter-insurgency, and
disaster management. This structured approach ensures that the MSP can respond effectively to various law
enforcement challenges.

Key Functions and Duties

The primary responsibilities of the MSP include maintaining public order, conducting counter-
insurgency operations, and supporting local police forces. The MSP is often deployed during communal riots,
political unrest, and large public gatherings to ensure peace and security. Additionally, the force plays a vital role
in disaster management, engaging in rescue and relief operations during natural calamities such as floods and
landslides. Their presence during major events like elections and festivals further underscores their importance in
ensuring public safety.

Training and Equipment

The MSP personnel undergo rigorous training to prepare for their diverse roles. This includes physical
conditioning, tactical training, and instruction in modern policing techniques. Continuous training programs keep
the force updated with the latest methods and technologies. The MSP is equipped with advanced weaponry,
communication tools, protective gear, and specialized vehicles, enhancing their operational efficiency and rapid
response capabilities.

Major Operations and Achievements

Throughout its history, the MSP has been involved in numerous significant operations. The force played
a pivotal role in suppressing the Malabar Rebellion of 1921 and has been instrumental in managing various
insurgencies and maintaining peace in troubled areas.

Following the Malabar riots, the services of the Malabar Special Police were extended to address various
other issues. Notably, they played a key role in the Fituri operation, which concluded in 1924. Subsequently, MSP
forces were involved in anti-smuggling operations along the Pondicherry border and in Naxalite operations in
Telangana.

The Hyderabad operation of 1948 was a significant milestone for the Malabar Special Police (MSP). In
1956, with the formation of Kerala state, 6 MSP companies were transferred to Madras state, while the remaining
6 companies stayed in Kerala, effectively dividing the force between Tamil Nadu and Kerala. Today, the MSP
serves as a paramilitary wing of the Kerala State Police and continues to operate under its original name. It also
plays a crucial role in providing employment opportunities for many youths in the region.

In recent years, the MSP has been lauded for its effective disaster management, particularly during the
Kerala floods of 2018, where their timely rescue and relief efforts saved many lives. The MSP’s community
policing initiatives have also been successful in building trust and cooperation with local communities, enhancing
the overall effectiveness of law enforcement.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its achievements, the MSP faces several challenges. The ongoing threats of insurgency and
terrorism require constant vigilance and adaptation. Handling law and order in politically and communally
sensitive areas is another significant challenge. The MSP has also faced criticism for allegations of excessive force
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and human rights violations during certain operations. These criticisms highlight the need for reforms and better
oversight to ensure accountability and transparency.

MSP in Contemporary Times

Today, the MSP continues to be an elite force within the Kerala Police, adapting to modern law
enforcement challenges. The force is actively involved in enhancing community engagement through outreach
programs and public awareness initiatives. By focusing on transparency and accountability, the MSP aims to
improve public trust and cooperation, which are essential for effective law enforcement.

Conclusion

The Malabar Special Police, with its rich history and continued evolution, plays a vital role in law enforcement
and public safety in Kerala. Despite facing challenges and criticisms, the MSP’s contributions to maintaining peace
and security are undeniable. As the force looks to the future, there is potential for further development in training,
community engagement, and operational efficiency. The MSP’s role is crucial in the broader context of Indian law
enforcement, reflecting the need for specialized forces to address the complex security challenges of today.This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the Malabar Special Police, highlighting its historical significance,
organizational structure, key functions, major operations, challenges, and overall impact on the region’s law
enforcement and public safety.
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